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INTRODUCTION

In February 2003 | was lucky enough to see a family party of Common Crane - Grus grusin
stubble fields at Tortworth. The group consisted of two adults and three sub adults that
were present in the area  from February 25th until March 2nd 2003.

Common Crane - Grus grus| © Paul Bowerman

In conversation with several local birders on site | wondered if any of them had any idea

how many previous records of Common Crane there had been in S. Gloucestershire ,
unsurprisingly none did. How to find out? Who m could | contact for  information or whic h
publications were available to reference?

After several days of research | came to the conclusion that gathering the information |
was seeking might not be as straightforward as | 0 dnitially thought .

@Surfingd the dnterweb dlead me in the direction o f the county bird recorder and several
publications that includ ed; The Avon Bird Report s and The Proceedings of the Bristol
Naturalists d Society.

So first stop the county recorder. After a conversation with the then incumbent it was clear
that the kind of information | was hoping to get was not as readily available as one might
assume. It would mean painstakingly poring over all of the historical reports just to isolate
that one snippet! However | did come away with an overwhelming urge to find out and a

|l arge pile of 6ol ddé reports!

Trying another tack | found that The Proaweredi n
available online via The Biodiversity Heritage Library and i ndeed it was possible to access

all of the ir publications from Volume 1 published in 1862 right through to 1999 . I also found

that they contained information relating to S. Gloucestershire from as far back as 1824! It
was then that I realised the enormity ofoeasiye t
access the information | was looking for. Incidentally | did find out, whilst perusing those
publications, that the Tormarton Common Cranes were in fact the second record of this

species to be recorded in S. Gloucestershire. The first was a report of two birds seen over

Severn Beach on January 3rd 2000 where they were seen in flight heading low eastwards

and watched heading inland and lost to view.




Caught up in the fascination of historical birding information from S. Gloucestershire | soon
became captivated by the whole process. The thought of folks looking for, finding and
recording bird information way back in the early 19th century and treading some of the

very same footsteps myself had me 6 h.olo kiekd (for example) 1 could watch a
Water P ipit on Severn side from the very spot where someone could well have seen the
same thing over two -hundred years before was absolutely gripping!

What would be useful though would be the a bility to be able to access information

relating to rare, scarce and O6unusual birding e
the reader could rely on the relative accuracy of the information. | could see no easy way
around the problem, information needed to be collated and laid out in a resource that

anyone could use.

So, after nearly two years of research the plan finally came to fruition with the launch in
November 2005 of TBOSG- The Birds Of South Gloucestershire!
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Research involved (and still does) a tremendous amount of trawling through a number of
publications (the aforementioned  Reports an Proceedings ), the exte nsive and meticulous
notes of Howard H Davis a loc al naturalist and ornithologist  (who incidentally , was the
founder member of Slimbridge Wildfowl Trust, president of the Bristol Naturalists 0 Society
and farmed at Little Stoke in South Gloucestershire unti | 1957) numerous books, months of
contacting local birders and endless hours of sifting through information on the interweb!

My primary objective was to provide a point of reference with easy access to information

about rare, scarce and unusual bird sight | ngs, both full species anca
to anyone from the back garden birdwatcher with a mild interest in local birdwatching to

the avid mbiyaserdven the odd O6twitcherd.

It i s by no means authoritat i Jeel captare thecesdermaidt i v e

modern birdingd in this extremely i mport asome r e
of the changing trends in birds seen across the recording area  over the decades

South Gloucestershire

o

Source | © Crown copyright and database right, CC BY  -SA 3.0,

History

S Gloucestershire is a unitary authority area in South West England. It comprises multiple
suburban areas to the north and east of Bristol as well as a large rural area . It was formed
in 1996 from the northern section of (CUBA) the county that used to be Avon, which was
abolished at that time.

S Gloucestershire was given its name for historic reasons, but as a unitary authority it is not
administered as part of the shire county of Gloucestershire. It is, however, part of the
ceremonial county of Gloucestershire, which means it shares its Lord Lieutenant (the
Sovereign's representative to the county) with Gloucestershire.




Because of its history as part of the
county of CUBA, S. Glou cestershire
works closely with the other unitary
authorities that took over when that
county was abolished, together with
co -operation in planning strategy for
transport, roads and housing.

Prior to the implementation of the Local
Government Act 1972 on 1 April 1974,
the area that now forms South
Gloucestershire formed part of the shire
county of Gloucestershire comprising
the urban districts of Kingswood
(operational base of TBOSG) and
Mangotsfield and the Rural Districts of
Warmley, Sodbury and Thornbury

Source | © Open Street Map

However, under the terms of that act, the area was removed from Gloucestershire, and
became part of CUBA, forming the districts of Kingswood and Northavon. The geographic
area known as S . Gloucestershire should not be confused with Southern Gloucestershire.

Geography

The River Severn forms the north -western boundary o f S. Gloucestershire , with a wide
coastal plain terminated by an escarpment. East of this is the Frome Valley drainage area

further east is The Cotswold s Escarpment running roughly north -south, passing between
Yate, Chipping Sodbury and west of Pucklechurch. The Cotswolds Escarpment forms the
eastern boundary .

Earliest record for S. Gloucestershire

It is clear that birds have been watched in the region for many hundreds if not thousands
of years but our earliest documented reference to rare and scarce birds in the recording
area comes from as recently, relatively speaking, as 1824.

It was in fact Storm Petrel - Hydrobates pelagicus and t he entry readsé

€ 060ne was identified on October 31st 1824 near
Hal |l ows Eved.




Storm Petrel - Hydrobates pelagicus | © Dan White

This outstanding shot was taken from Sevepgaes;Bea
nevertheless, and if the observer can weather the storms, is one of the best places,
certainly in our region, to see this species at close range

It has subsequently been recorded in every month except March and peaked at around
thirty (30) on June 9th 2012 at Severn Beach.

Birdwatching in S. Gloucestershire

There are several 6hot spotsd for birdwatchers i
Severn Beach -0 S e v e r mmlindeeddhe Severn Estuary is considered to be the premier
site in the reg ion.

Other 6 h ot s pamet Oldbury Power Station and inland , on the eastern boundary
Marshfield.

Severnside

The Severn Estuary and the R. Severn, is the longest river in the UK and is the confluence of ;
the Severn, Wye, Usk and Avon. Its tidal range is approximately 15 metres and is the
second highest tidal range in the world. The world's largest tidal range (16.3 metres) occurs

in the Bay of Fundy, Canada

This tidal range results in the estuary havin g one of the most extensive intertidal wildlife
habitats in the UK, comprising mudflats, sandflats, rocky platforms and islands. These form a
basis for plant and animal communities typical of extreme physical conditions of liquid
mud and tidal sweep of san  d and rock.

The estuary is recognised as a wetland area of international importance and is designated

as a Ramsar site. It is also recognised as a Special Protection Area (SPA) under EC Directive

on the conservation of wild birds. The estuary also is reco gnised as a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) under the EU Habitats Directive.




Parts of the estuary have also been designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
and includes most of the foreshore upstream from Cardiff and Brean Down and most of

the upper estuary as far as Sharpness. The Upper Severn Estuary SSSI covers the tidal river
between Purton and Frampton on Severn.

SSSI citations provide detail of the geological and biological interest and of particular note
is the international importan ce for wintering and wading birds on passage, and of
estuarine habits of outstanding ornithological significance.

It is stated that the estuary supports over 10% of the British wintering population and is the
single most important wintering ground for Dunlin, and historically significant numbers of
Bewick's Swan, European White -fronted Geese and Wigeon. Nationally important
wintering populations are supported here like Gadwall, Shoveler and Pochard.

The site stretches from Chittening Warth in the south  -west and runs north -east taking in
Severn Beach, New Passage, Northwick Warth, Pilning Wetland Reserve and Aust Warth.

Historical records from this area are significant and include :(pre 1900 and in chronological
order)

Glaucous Gull (1840), Scandinavia n Rock Pipit (1870), Pomarine Skua (1879), Purple
Sandpiper and Velvet Scoter (1892)

From the turn of the 20th century to the millennium occurrence sinclude;

Black Redstart (1937), Woodlark (1941), Kentish Plover (1947), Shorelark (1960), Red -rumped

Swall ow (1977), Sabineds Gul | ( 19 &illed ,Gull L(EB®7), and

Roseate Tern (1990) and Black -necked Grebe (1996).

In the 21st century; Red -necked Phalarope, Caspian Gull, European Bee -eater, Glossy lbis
and Red -throated Pipit have all occurred .

Severnside is, as one would expect , a super place for seabirds with some exceptional
occurrences historically .

Pomarine Skua from New Passage sometime in November 1879 , Sooty Shearwater from
Aust in September 1974 , Long-tailed Skua from New Passage in October 1981, Balearic
Shearwater off New Passage in September 1988 , Cory's Shearwater off Severn Beach in
November 2000 and Pacific Diver off Severn Beach in November 2009 .

But the crowning glory must surely goto t he UK®&s ffregetsaad eSiteor md
November 20097

On November 25th 2009 one, either Black or White -bellied Storm Petrel , was seen off the
sea wall at Severn Beach where it was present for around ninety minutes before being lost

to view in mid channel at around 09:40.  This southern oceans speci ality has been seen in
the northern hemisphere on  only a handful of occasions so the sighting in the Severn
Estuary is clearly of national and international importance

Pet
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Black/ White -bellied Storm Petrel - Fregetta tropica/ grallaria | © John Martin.
Other impressive Awildfowl dstatistics from the Severnside patch  include highest count of;

Dark-bellied Brent Goose - 115 in January 2009 at Severn Beach , Pale-bellied Brent Goose -
18 in September 2009 at Severn Beach , Pink-footed Goose - Seven in February 1940 at

Severn Beach , Be wi ¢ k & s - 35 i &March 1993 on Northwick  Warth, Wigeon - >7,000 in
March 1987 from New Passage , Velvet Scoter - Two in January 1987 from Severn Beach
Long -tailed Duck - Four in November 1991 from New Passage , Smew - Five in February 1991
from New Passage and Ruddy Duck - Seven in January 1997 from Aust.

For further information go to ; http://www.severnsidebirds.co.uk/

Oldbury Power Station

A little further up the coast is Oldbury Power Station (OPS) running from Oldbury Pill at
Oldbury -on-Severn to the S Gloucestershire/ Gloucestershire boundary to the north -east.

The site consists of a variety of habitats, and this is its attraction. It i s situated on the banks
of the River Severn, with its enormous mudflats. There are three old lagoons that are in
various states of disuse that were used as large settling tanks during the dredging process
for the tidal reservoir. There is also a Nature Tra il, with orchard, meadows, woods and
ponds.

10


http://www.severnsidebirds.co.uk/

The OPS Patch | © Google Maps

TheP S p adac hl€o boast an impressive list of records which include;

Black-winged Stilt in 1848, Red -breasted Goose in 1909, King Eider in 1912, Spotted
Redshank in 1954, Red-throated Diver in 1960, Red -footed Falcon (almost) in 1974, Marsh

Harrier, Broad -billed Sandpiper and Whooper Swan in 198 3, Temmi nckds S
Pector al Sandpiper in 1989, Semipal mated Sandpi
Bean G oose in 1998, Green -winged Teal in 2001, Pied Wheatear in 2011 and Whiskered

Tern in 2016.

Other statistics from the OPS patch include highest counts of;

Canada Goose - 373 in October 2017 , Barnacle Goose - 80 in December 2010 , Greylag
Goose - 30 in August 2014 , Mute Swan - Fifteen in 1982, Common Teal - ¢.1000 in January
1996, Goosander - Nineteen in December 2010 , Cormorant - Thirty-four in September 1990 |,
Common Crane - Seven in April 2014, Curlew - ¢.1800 in December 1987 , Little Stint -
Twenty -two in December 1993 , Common Snipe - 248 in February 2016 , Great Black -backed
Gull - Sixty in June 1995, Stock Dove - ¢.800 in December 1996 , Long -eared Owl - Seven in
December 1996 , Goldcrest - Twenty -two in November 2016 , Wren - Forty-three in May 2018,
Pied Wagtail - ¢.5000 in January 1981 , Common Redpoll - Four in March 2009 , Reed
Bunting - ¢.50 in October 2016 and Lapland Bunting - Four in October 2010.

For further information go to;  http://www.opsbirding.co.uk
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Marshfield

The village of Marshfield is situated at the southern end of the Cotswold Hills, 13 km north of
Bath and 24 km east of Bristol. The A420 bypasses the village to the north.

The Marshfi el d 06 pGauaesietshira/ Wdtshiretbdurdargan its eastern edge,
the S. Gloucestershire/ BANES boundary on the southern edge, the A46 on the western
side and the M4 to the north. It is also the highest point in S. Gloucestershire at some 200
metres above sea leve |.

To the north of Marshfield is open arable farmland bordered by dry -stone walls whilst on
the south side the countryside is quite different more pasture and wooded valleys and
because of these types of habitat the species variety is somewhat limited.

However it is by far the best place in the recording area to see winter flocks of Corn
Bunting, Yellowhammer, Linnet, Chaffinch and Golden Plover.

WestiKinglonil A

The Marshfield Patch | © Google Maps

The O6Marshfield Patchd has been avi dasyaresutthash e d
produces some notable, spectacular and down -right bizarre reports! It is also an area

where large numbers of game birds are released with birds numbering in the thousands

with Red -legged Partridge and Common Pheasant as the main species.

Some notable occurrences include; Osprey, Goshawk, Marsh and Hen Harrier, Common
Crane, Jack Snipe, Quail, Turtle Dove, Short-eared Owl, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,
Willow Tit, Wood and Grasshopper Warbler, Ring Ouzel, Nightingale, Pied Flycatcher, Black
Redstart and Tree Sparrow.

12



Spectacular finds include Pal |l id and Montaguds Harriers
Curlew, Dotterel, Nightjar, Hoopoe, Wryneck, Great Grey and Woodchat Shrikes, Waxwing,
Dartford Warbler, Red-Spotted Bluethroat, Red -flanked Bluetail and Lapland Bunting.

The down -right bizarre comes in the form of Little Auk in November 1990 when one was
picked up unharmed from a chicken run in the back garden of a house on the High Street

It was fed on sardines, was released at Chew Valley Lake where it was seen to fly off to the
south -west!

Pallid Harrier - Circus macrouru s| © TBOSG

B



There are of course numer ous pl aces t & Ghogecestetshire @sonregfowhichn
are mentioned below )wheresome si gni f i ¢ an tals@lbeiatrilsued . c an

Littleton Warth, Littleton -upon -Severn
American Wigeon, Greenland White f r onted Goose, Cetti 06s Warbl e
Tit, Aquatic Warbler, Red -crested Pochard, Golden Oriole, Snow Bunting and Arctic Skua.

Tortworth Court Lake, Tortworth
Mandarin , Whooper Swan, Smew, Honey Buzzard and nearby Hoopoe and Common
Crane.

Lower Woods, Wickwar
Firecrest, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Pied Flycatcher, Willow Tit and Nightingale.

Chipping Sodbury Common, Chipping Sodbury
Woodchat S hrike, Ring Ouzel, Whinchat and Wryneck .

Kingsgate Park, Yate
Mandarin, Iberian Chiffchaff, Wood Warbler, Yellow -browed Warbler, Nightingale, Ring -
necked Parakeet, Pied Flycatcher and Hoopoe.

Willsbridge Winter Flood Meadows, Willsbridge
Fr an kGulil, Bdbsander and Egyptian Goose.

Willsbridge Mill & Valley , Willsbridge
Dipper, Hawfinch, Firecrest and Ring -necked Parakeet.

However, as has been said on numerous occasions, anything can turn up anywhere at
seemingly any time as the entries below i ndicate;

Smew at Dyrham Park in 1855 and more recently on Chipping Sodbury Common in 2016

and 2017, Pallas's Sandgrouse at Hambrook in June 1888, Spotted Crake at Stoke Gifford in
September 1891, Marsh Warbler at Patchway in June 1909, Corncrake on Patchway
Common in October 1938, Wood Sandpiper near Marshfield in August 1943, Little Bittern R.
Avon near Hanham in September 1958, White Stork in the Hallen/ Compton Greenfield

area in May 1971, Icterine Warbler at Fishpool Hill, Brentry in May 1992, Ro  se-coloured
Starling in Hanham in December 2000, Common Rosefinch in Leap Valley , Downend in
September 2001, Siberian Chiffchaff at Emerson’'s Green in January 2005, Black -headed
Bunting in Yate in June 2009, White -spotted Bluethroat in Staple Hill, Bristol in June 2010 and
Penduline Tit in Dyrham Park in March 2015.
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THE SOUTKSLOUCESTERSHIRE SYSTEMATIC LIST

The South Gloucestershire Systematic List follows the conventions of The BOU (British
Or ni t hol o g iBsitishsL&t: AJdhecklist f Birds of Britain (9th edition) December 2018.

Following the BOU List, the S. Glouces tershire list (at the end of 2018) stood at 331. Three
hundred full species and thirty -one forms.

A significant mil est on dée 300hsadditien#olthe s &.dGloslistt 2018 ¢é t

An Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana was found on September 13th 2018 on Northwick
Warth, Severnside.

THE SYSTEMATIC LIST
Each taxon is headed followed by the vernacular name, total to the end of 2018 and
scientific names. All rare and scarce birds on the S. Glo ucestershire Systematic List are

mentioned, as well as, were  appropriate, highest counts, earliest and latest dates and
subsequent sightings. Full species are in capitals and forms in lower case.

A Recorded in that month

Month of the first documented reference.
UK Unknown

It is recognised that birds have occurred historically but no documented references before
these dates are available.  (Scitur quantum)

N. B.

Sightings of rare and scarce birds are subject to ratification by the appropriate rarities
committee so we urge observers to send the sightings to the relevant county recorder.
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GEESE& SWANS

Pale -bellied Brent Goose (c.30) Branta bernicla hrota

s

Pale-bellied Brent Goose - Branta bernicla hrota | © TBOSG

FIRST February 12th 1995 on Northwick Warth

EARLIEST September 1st 2009 at Severn Beach

LATEST April 25th 2009 Severn Beach

HIGHEST COUNT Eighteen on September 1st 2009 at Severn Beach
J F M A M J J A S O N D
A A A A A A

The first documented reference to Pale -bellied Brent Goose - Branta bernicla hrota in S. Gloucestershire was
on February 12th 1995 when a winter adult was seen on Northwick Warth from New Passage.

Subsequent sightings:

2007 One was seen at New Passage on  January 25th - 26th.

2009 Twenty this year : One on April 8th was seen from the shore at Severn Beach and was tracked down the coast. The second was
seen from the shore at Severn Beach on April 25th and on September 1st a flock of eighteen were on the sho  re at Severn
Beach and were last seen headin g south -west at 17:00 .

2010 Just one this year at Severn Beach in the morning on March 21st.

2012 Seven this year : One was seen briefly in the New Passage/ Nort  hwick Warth area on March 28th followed by f ive, two adults
and three juveniles at Severn Beach on September 11th - 12th. Lastly o ne watched from Northwick Warth on November 18th.

17



RED-BREASTED GOOSK1) Branta ruficollis

Red-breasted Goose - Branta ruficollis | © TBOSG

The only record of this very smart goose to date was of an adult thatwas 6 obt ai nedd -ar-Sew@indb ur
on November 18th 1909.

BARNACLE GOOSE((c.260) Branta leucopsis
FIRST February 18th 1973 at Severn Beach
EARLIEST August 16th 2009 at Heneage Court, Falfield
LATEST June 9th 2006 at Severn Beach
HIGHEST ©@UNT Eighty on December 7th 2010 at Oldbury Power Station
J F M A M J J A S O N D
A A A A A A A A A A A

The first documented reference to this species in S. Gloucestershire comes from as recently as 1973 when
one was seen on February 18th at Severn  Beach. The y have been seen in every month except July so it is
assumed that some of the reports are of birds of feral or unknown origins.

Subsequent sightings:

1989 One was seen on December 19th at Severn Beach. It was present into 1990 throughout January until February 25th.

1990 One seen in December 1989 at Severn Beach was present until February 25th; One seen on the February 10th at Severn Beach
was still present on February 11th.

1993 One was found on May 6th on Lagoon Il, Oldbury Power Stati on.
1995 One was seen on April 2nd - 3rd at Oldbury Power Station.

1996 Seven were seen on February 24th in the Aust/ Northwick Warth area and were still present on 25th.

18



1999 Thirteen were present sometime in April at Oldbury Power Station; On October 19th one was identified in flight heading south
past New Passage.

2002 One was seen on April 1st at Tortworth Court Lake; One was seen on April 14th at Northwick Warth; Two were found on May
10th at Orchard Pools near Severn Beach.

2006 One was reported from the Severn Beach area on June 8th - 9th.

2009 One was noted between Keynsham and Swineford opposite Avon Valley CP on October 3rd; One was present at Heneage
Court Pools near Falfield on August 16th.

2010 A party of twenty -five flew up river past Severn Beach at 13:30 on January 25th and were subsequently seen grazing on
Northwick Warth. All 25 were still present on 26th but were noted flying past Oldbury Power Station on the 27th; Two were see n
in flight h eading north -east past Northwick Warth on April 12th; Thirty -five were reported at Oldbury Power Station on March
6th; Fifty-six were reported on May 29th at Oldbury Power Station; Eighty were seen in flight upriver past Oldbury Power Station
on December 7 th.

2011 A winter adult was noted on Northwick Warth from March 5th - April 4th.

2014 A winter adult was seen in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland Reserve area on February 21st, 24th - 28th and at Severn
Beach on the 23rd. It was still on Northwick Wa  rth on March 1st, moved to Aust Warth on the 2nd and back to the New
Passage/ Northwick Warth area from the 4th - 8th; Five were seen in flight east -north -east over Gaunt's Earthcott on May 2nd.

2015 Four were present on Littleton Warth and Oldbury Power Station from August 26th - 28th.

2016 APRIL: Thirteen arrived at Northwick Warth on the 16th but did not linger; Two were present in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning
Wetland Reserve area on the 23rd. SEPTEMBER: A flock of nine were seen briefly on Northwick W arth on the 30th before

departing up river.

2017 OCTOBER: Two were seen from Northwick Warth on the 12th; One in flight past New Passage/ Northwick Warth on the 22nd
was subsequently noted at Oldbury Power Station later.

2018 MAY: One was reported from  Pilning Wetland on the 5th. NOVEMBER: One was seen from New Passage on the 15th.

Continental Greylag Goose  (6) Anser anser rubrirostris

On November 18th 2011 at 08:45 a flock of six putatively this eastern form were watched as they flew north -

east along the A4174 Ring Road between Warmley and Shortwood, Bristol. Th is occurrence coincided with a
significant movement of Swed ish birds relocating to Spain

TAIGA BEAN GOOSE (1) Anser fabalis

There has been just one record of Bean Goose in S. Gloucestershire. It occurred On March 1st 1998 when a

single bird was reported on Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station around mid -day. It was later seen in flight to
the south -west. The description provided at the time suggested the nominate form Taiga Bean Goose - Anser
fabilis fabilis .
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE(c.10) Anser brachyrhynchus
J F M A M J J A S O N D
A A

I n his ONotes on Status and Distributi on oAlthoBgh Pidks-footed
Goose is a regular visitor to the grounds above Berkeley in winter, it becomes scarce or entirely absent at

other times in the Severn Beach area. This occurrence is therefore of special interest and can only be
attributed to the intensely cold weather.
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The occurrence in question was the first documented reference to this species in S. Gloucestershire in 1940
when on February 1st six or seven were identified in company with White -fronted Geese along the river bank
between Avonmouth and Severn Beach. They were still present in the area on February 2nd.

The only other sightings come from 1988 when a sick or injured juve nile was caught by a wildfowlers dog on
November 29th at Littleton Warth ~ but died shortly afterwards and a 1st winter in the Aust/ Northwick Warth
area on February 26th 1996 where it lingered until March 10th.

The earliest date is November 29th 1988 on Li ttleton Warth the latest March 10th 1996 from Aust/ Northwick
Warth and the highest countis s even on February 1st 1940 at Severn Beach

WHITEFRONTED GOOSE (UK) Anser albifrons
FIRST December 24th 1938 at Severn Beach
EARLIEST October 1st 1996 at Oldbury Power Station
LATEST April 16th 1977 from Northwick Warth
HIGHEST COUNT €.200 on January 2nd 1947 from Chipping Sodbury
J F M A M J J A S @] N D
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About fifty ‘Grey Geese', most probably this species, were seen on the Severn bank nea r Severn Beach on
December 24th 1938 constituting the first documented reference to this species.

Seen almost annually since 1983, the diagram below shows the fluctuating numbers of White -fronted Geese
in the recording area peaking at €.430in 1979.
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White -fronted Goose - Anser albifrons annual counts from 1938 to 2018.

Greenland White -fronted Goose (2) Anser albifrons flavirostris

Greenland White -fronted Goose breeds in  the west of Greenland and migrate via Iceland to Ireland, and
northern and western parts of the UK. Their  numbers fe Il by around 36% from ¢.36,000 in 1999 to ¢.23,000 in
2010. This concerning dec line is reflected in the number of records from S. Gloucestershire!

In October 2010 tw o were watched in flight south  -west past Littleton -upon -Severn at 09:17 on the 17th. They
then flew down to the Severn Bridge turned and came back north -east past Littleton -upon -Severn where
they were seen in excellent light and at one point less than 100 metres.




They continued upriver towards Oldbury Power Station and were noted to be adult birds, 'bulky' with dark
and heavily b arred bellies and orange bills.

BEWICK'S SWAN(.650) Cygnus columbianus bewickii

The earliest date for Bewi ck @stob&&ehn2013 an N8rthwidk Warth ¢ e the latasts h i r
March 28th 1996 at Thornbury and the hi ghest count is t hirty-five (35) on March 8th 1993 from Northwick
Warth

J F M A M J J A S o] N D
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Surprisingly the first documented reference to this species comes from as recently as 1970 when one was

reported from Severn Beach on March 8th.
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Be wi c k 8 s Cy§nusacolumbianus bewickii  annual counts from 1970 to 2018: peaking in 1983 with 48 individuals .

WHOOPER SWAN(c.40) Cygnus cygnus
FIRST October 29th 1983 Oldbury Power Station
EARLIEST October 16th 2010 at Oldbury Power Station
LATEST March 29th 2008 at Severn Beach
HIGHEST COUNT Seven on October 22nd 2018 on Tortworth Court Lake
J F M A M J J A S @] N D
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1983 brought the first ever report of this species to S. Glos with eight birds recorded. The first was a single bird
found on the 'Silt Lagoon' at Oldbury Power Station on October 29th. This first occurrence was followed soon
after with five adults on November 13th watched in flight over Northwick Warth, then two on December 4th

on Tortworth Court Lake.

A gap of seven y ears before the next; when an individual was seen in flight heading north -east at Oldbury
Power Station on December 23rd 2000.
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Five years later two adults
spent four days on Northwick
Warth from January 13th - 16th
2005. A run of sightings in
consecutive  years followed
with birds noted in 2008 with
an adult in flight over Severn
Beach on March 29th, 2009
and two over Aust Warth on
the 10th November and 2010
with two, and adult and a
probable juvenile in flight
down river past Oldbury Power
Station on Octo ber 16th. There
were seen later past Northwick
Warth.

Whooper Swans - Cygnus cygnus
| ©TBOSG

Missing for a couple of years
they were next sighted in 2012
when one was reported
calling in flight from Severn
Beach on February 9th where
it initially flew u p river before
turning  back south. The
following year four swan spp.
were seen flying high upriver
passed Oldbury Power Station on January 13th. They appeared long necked and w ere most probably this
species and a n adult was noted on November 3rd in flight north -east past Severn Beach and a few minutes
later past Northwick Warth.

Another lean spell until three were watched floating upriver past Shepperdine on December 9th 2017

followed by, in 2018, tw o0 adults (photo above) on Northwick Warth on January 7th and in October , four
juveniles distantly on the estuary from New Passage on the 16th and 18th , a flock of seven birds from
Tortworth Court Lake on the 22nd  and t wo in flight east over Pilning Wetland  Reserve, Northwick Warth on
the 29th.

Whooper Swanisc onsi derably rarer tilhh& 6louBestershicek I som@risambetween 1983
and 2018 some c¢.40 Whooper Swan and between 1970 and
Extrapolation of these figures would give occurrence rates of 1.14 per annum for Whooper and 13.54 per
annum for Bewickds.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE (c.10) Alopochen aegyptiaca

As an immigrant species from established naturalised populations on the near continent Egyptian Goose is
eligible for category C5.  This category was added to the British List in 2005 in recognition of these naturalised
populations; Egyptian Goose is the first species to be formally admitted to this category.

FIRST February 12th 2000 at Oldbury Power Station
EARLIEST January 2nd 2018 at New Passag e

LATEST December 14th 2013 on Pilning Wetland Reserve
HIGHEST COUNT Two on January 10th 2016 Willsbridge Winter Wetlands

Egyptian Goose has been seen in all months of the year with the very first, a winter adult, noted on February
12th 2000 at Oldbury Power Station. Sporadic until recent years it was next encountered in 2006 with one
from Oldbury Power Station on March 4th and the same or another adult at Heneage Court Pools near
Falfield on April 23rd.

2
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Unreported until 2013 a winter adult spent the day at Pilning Wetland Reserve, Northwick Warth on March 1st
(representing the first Severnside patch record) and one was confirmed at Severn Beach on December 14th.
In 2015, two were reported from Field Grove Farm, Bitton on December 31st.

Egypti an Goose - Alopochen aegyptiaca | ©TBOSG

2016 brought a spate of sightings starting with two on January 10th in flooded fields along the R. Avon
footpath at Holm Mead a kilometre east of The Lock Keeper at Keynsham with b oth birds present in the
same are on February 9th and 27th.

One was seen briefly on  April 2nd on Pilning Wetland Reserve before departing south  and o ne (of unknown

origin) was seen in the Powder Keg area at Bridgeyate on April 17th and Warmley Forest Park earlier in the
week. In May, one was present on Pilning Wetland  Reserve on the 8th and 13th - 14th, relocated on the 22nd
to Western Distribution Park, Severn Beach where it was also seen on the 24th. In June, o ne was again

present on Pilning W Ron the 11th.

Reports for the remainder of 2016 were considered to be the same individual commuting between the New
Passage/ Pilning W R/ Nort hwick Warth area and  Aztec West Business Park Almondsbury with regular sightings
until the year end. 2017 saw a resumption of this peripatetic activity with (it is assumed) the same individual
moving between Aztec West Business Park, Almondsbury and Severnside with reports from January, March,

May, July and August 4th to December 19th.

Many fewer sightings came from 2018 with reports only from J anuary. An adult in the New Passage/
Northwick Warth on the 2nd , an adult at Shepperdine on the 11th and one, of unknown origin , on
Kendleshire Golf Co urse, Coalpit Heath on the 23rd.
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DUCKS

RUDDY SHELDUCKc. 15) Tadorna ferruginea

Ruddy Shelduck is assigned to categories B, D, and E of the BOU British List with the first record, a count of
five, at Durness, Sutherland in June 1892. They were last recorded in the UK in an apparently wild state in 1946
thus determining that all subsequent records / sightings were considered to be of  unknown origin.

Given the requirements above the only acceptable record of this species occurred on April 18th 1942 when
a male was watched by several observers on the mud flats b elow Aust Ferry Pier, Aust Warth on various
occasions from April 18th - 25th and again on June 2nd along the river bank at Severn Beach. All subsequent
records from S. Gloucester shire are considered unreliable, h  owever they have been listed here for poster ity.

FIRST November 25th 1997 on Northwick Warth

EARLIEST September 16th 2004 at Severn Beach

LATEST June 2nd 1942 at Aust

HIGHEST COUNT Two on Severnside on several dates

Ruddy Shelduck - Tadorna ferruginea | © Paul Bowerman

1997 Two females present at Northwick Warth ~ on November 25th  and would remain until April 5th 1998.

2003 A female was seen twice in flight at Northwick Warth on September 19th, on Grebe Pond on the 20th
where it would linger in the area until September 27th. In De cember two were seen on the 10th at
Severn Beach.

2004 Two were seen on Northwick Warth on February 7th and 9th, one at Severn Beach on March 30th, a
pair in flight up -river at Severn Beach on May 17th, one was present on September 16th again at
Severn Beach and a red colour ringed bird was seen at Severn Beach on November 24th.

2010 Two were seen in flight up -river past Oldbury Power Station on January 8th and a n adult male was
present just inside the S. Glos boundary near the public house at Swineford o n April 15th.

2012 One was present on Lagoon lll at Oldbury Power Station on May 5th and one flew downriver past

Severn Beach on May 19th.
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MANDARIN (UK) Aix galericulata

Mandarin - Aix galericulata | © Wilf King

Historically the stronghold for this dapper duck was Tortworth Court Lake where indeed the first record
originates. On November 16th 1986 four were counted on the Lake at Tortworth, t he group included two
males one of which linger ed until December 14th.

Since then they have been reported every year except 1999 and from various locations away from their
traditional area i.e. R. Avon at Hanham and Willsbridge, Bitton, Kingsgate Park, Yate, Golden Valley LNR,
Wick, Pilning WR, OPS, Shackell's Lake, Hamswell, R. Frome at Frampton Cotterell, Littley Wood, Hawkes bury,
Orchard Pools, Severn Beach, Stanshaw's Lake, Yate , Marshfield and Chipping Sodbury Golf Course with
breeding proven at several of the aforementioned sites.

80

. A

60

50

NI, AN\
NEA [\ ]
A [&F

Mandarin - Aix galericulata annual counts from 1986 - 2018.

The highest count to date is ¢.25 on June 19th 2009 on Dodington Park Lakes.
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GARGANEY (c.105) Spatula querquedula

Garganey - Spatula querquedula | © Brian Thompson
EARLIEST March 14th 1993 from Northwick Warth
LATEST October 26th 2011 at Oldbury Power  Station
HIGHEST COUNT Six in August 1995 from Northwick Warth
J F M A M J J A S (0] N D
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Garganey arrive in S. Gloucestershire from mid  -March and can generally be seen until the end of October
tho ugh only ever in small numbers. The first record in 1982 involved a male and female seen in flight up -river
from Severn Beach on April 13th

1995 was by far the best year with up to seventeen individuals present in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth/
Pilning Wetland Reserve area in a period from August 1st through until September 10th with a maximum day
count of six in August.

= March
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= August
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Garganey occurr ences month by month between 1982 and 2018 clearly indicating August as the best
month to see th is species in the recording area.




AMERICAN WIGEON (1) Mareca americana

American Wigeon - Mareca americana | © Ben Ofield

American Wigeon has occurred in S. Gloucestershire on just one occasion. A 1st winter drake was found
around mid-morning on January 2nd 2017 on the shoreline on Littleton Warth and could be safely watched

from the Severn Way around a kilometre north of the parking area at Whale Wharf Lane. It was loosely
mixing with Eurasian Wigeon and remained faithful to the area until dusk.

GREENWINGED TEAL(6) Anas carolinensis

Green -winged Teal - Anas carolinensis | © Vic Savery
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Green -winged Teal, a transatlantic vagrant, has been seen in S. Gloucestershire on just six or seven occasions
since it was first recorded on January 14th 2001 at Oldbury Power Station. It was present for nineteen days
and was last noted on January 22nd.

There have been five or six sightings since the first in 2001, unsurprisingly, all males.

2010 A male on January 27th on Lagoon |, Oldbury Power Station.
2013 A male from December 27th - 29th in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area.
2014 A male from Aust Warth on March 31st and a male from New Passage on November 22nd - 23rd.

2015 A drake inthe Northwick / Aust Warth area from January 1st until at least February 21st and a drake from Severn Beach on  April
5th that could conceivably have been the Janu ary/ February bird?

A winter visitor between November and April the earliest date is November 22nd 2014 at New Passage |, the
latest, April 5th 2015 from Severn Beach

RED-CRESTED POCHARD Netta rufina
FIRST April 4th 1971 at Littleton Brick Pits, Littleton -upon -Severn
EARLIEST August 30th 1998 at New Passage
LATEST April 4th 1971 on Littlet on Brick Pits
HIGHEST COUNT Two on September 10th 1996 at Severn Beach
J F M A M J J A S @) N D
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Red-crested Pochard - Netta rufina | © Pete Hazelwood

There have been around seven records of Red -crested Pochard in S. Gloucestershire since the first , a female ,
reported from Littleton  Brick Pits, Littleton -upon -Severn on April 4th 1971.

In 1996 two, a male and female, were seen off Severn Beach on September 10th, then a juvenile/ female at
New Passage on August 30th 199 8, followed by a male at Oldbury Power Station on February 20th 2008.

In 2012 an eclipse male was found on The Lake at Oldbury Power Station on September 21st and was seen
on and off until October 3rd. The same or another male was present again at Oldbur y Power Station on
November 4th returning late in December where it lingered until the year end.

Our most recent sighting was in 2013 with a male on Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station on January 1st.
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RING-NECKED DUCK(4) Aythya collaris

Ring-necked Duck - Aythya collaris | © lan Leach

This mega rare (for S. Gloucestershire that is) American vagrant has grace d us with its presence on just three
occasions.

The first, two adult males, were watched on the R. Severn from New Passage on April 2nd 1988. They were
followed some twelve years later by an adult male at Oldbury Power Station on April 13th 2000 that
remain ed until May 4th and in  November of that year a male visited Orchard Pools , Severn Beach on the
2nd.

SCAUP (c.40) Aythya marila

Greater Scaup - Aythya marila | © Paul Bowerman




Although (Greater) Scaup ha s been seen in every month except June only forty -one (41) individuals have
been logged.

The first, of undetermined age and sex , was seen from Severn Beach on April 25th 1938 . Remarkably they
were not recorded/ reported in the area for thirty -four years until a male was reported from Littleton Br ick Pits,
Littleton -upon -Severn on April 2nd 1972!

Subsequently singles were seen on September 7th 1985 off Northwick Warth, a female on October 19th 1989
off New Passage, a female off Aust Warth on October 11th 1991, a male on February 12th 1992 off Aust
Warth, a female off Severn Beach on August 18th 1993, a drake was off New Passage on December 2nd

2010 and a winter female from Northwick Warth and New Passage on October 10th 2018.

Two; a male and female, were counted off Severn Beach on April 19th 1987, a male and female off Severn
Beach on August 28th 1999 and a male and female on October 29th 2001 off Northwick Warth.

Three; all females from Northwick Warth and Severn Beach from October 26th until December 8th 1980 with
two females and a male from Se  vern Beach in August, October and December 1994,

Four; 1997 started with a male on January 3rd off New Passage plus three males on February 4th off Severn
Beach. In 2006 four 1st winters were seen off Severn Beach on September 3rd.

Six; noted on March 1st 1986 from Severn Beach . In 1988 four males on July 8th at New Passage and at
Severn Beach a female on October 29th was joined by a nother female on October 31st.

KING EIDER(1) Somateria spectabilis

From The Reports and transactions of the Cardiff Naturalists' Society 1900 0 1981 comes a remarkable report
of a King Eider 'obtained’ sometime in November 1912 at Court Rocks, Shepperdine by a Mr L Purcell. Other
than a reference to ... 'This handsome duc  k'... no mention is made of the age, sex or the fate of the
unfortunate individual.

VELVET SCOTEK®) Melanitta fusca

This Schedule 1 species does not breed in the UK, is a winter visitor to the east coast generally, especially
Scotland, Norfolk and north  -east Englan d with ¢.2,500 birds overwintering. Not surprising then is the paucity of
records from our area with birds reported in just four years since the first 1892.

Strictly coastal in S. Gloucestershire the earliest date for this species is November 7th 1983 at Severn Beach ,
the latest date is  April 26th 1984 from New Passage and the highest count , two on January 25th 1987 from
Severn Beach .

All records were reported between November and April (so a winter vagrant, probably storm driven) with the
first, an adult male , that was 'obtained' off New Passage  on March 5th 1892. They would not be encountered
in the recording area for another ninety -one (91) years (1983) and have not been reported here for at least

twenty -two (22) years (1996).

Subsequent sightings:

1983 A male flew up river past Severn Beach on November 7th.
1984 A female was seen in flight heading north -east off New Passage on April 26th.

1987 A male and female were found on January 25th off Severn Beach where they lingered throughout February and were present
until at least March 20th.

1996 One was watched on November 16th off Severn Beach.




LONG-TAILED DUCK(20) Clangula hyemalis

With an average of around 1.5 birds per annum in the thirteen years in which Long -tailed Duck ha ve been
recorded in S. Glnotsugpasig tleat thissuperesea duckbiss high on regional birders wish list.

With just twenty records it is clearly one of our rarest winter visitors. Seen between October and May
November is marginally the better month with six birds closely followed b y October with five. The earliest
date is October 31st 1976 from New Passage, the latest date is May 14th 1998 at Oldbury Power Station and

the highest count is four on November 2nd 1991 at New Passage.

All sightings:

1976 A probable immature male off New Passage on October 31st. | 1980 A male on April 20th off Aust
Warth. | 1981 One from Northwick Warth on November 1st. | 1982 An immature male at Oldbury Power
Station from October 16th until November 7th and a female off Severn Beach on December 17th. | 1983
One from Northwick Warth on October 26th. | 1987 A female on January 11th off Severn Beach. | 1991 A
record year with four female/ immature birds on November 2nd off New Passage. | 1992 Two in flight at New
Passage on April 18th. | 1998 A summer ma le over Lagoon lll, Oldbury Powe r Station on May 14th, a female
on October 11th off Northwick Warth and a female on December 30th at Oldbury Power Station. | 1999 A
female first seen in 1998 at Oldbury Power Station lingered until May 9th. | 2000 A female at Oldbury
Power Station on November 3rd  that stayed until December 3rd. | 2001 A male at Oldbury Power Station
sometime in early January. | 2003 A male at Severn Beach on May 5th .

SMEW(c.10) Mergellus albellus

Smew - Mergellus albellus | © Allan Chard

1855 saw the very first records of Smew in S. Gloucestershire. Two birds were logged that year (both
6obtainedd) the first a male at Dy r h aanmal® atrok near n Oldburyb-onu a r y
Severn sometime ¢.1855 though no date is available.

A winter visitor between November and May the earliest recorded was  on November 28th 2010 from New
Passage, the latest May 1st 2016 on Tortworth Court Lake and the highest count a spectacular five males on
February 13th 1991 from New Passage
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Not for 148 years would Smew be encountered again in S. Gloucestershire when in 2003 a female was
spotted off New Passage on January 11th and a male was reported at the same site on February 8th.

Three ye ars later on January 29th 2006 a female was watched off Aust Warth floating down river later to be
seen off New Passage , and in 2010 a 'redhead’ was present off New Passage on November 28th.

2016 brought about a quite bizarre set of sightings and from a tiny fishing lake on Chipping Sodbury
Common! A 'redhead' was found on the fishing lake mid -morning on March 12th where it remained
throughout the day. It went unreported or missing until March 27th when it was noted again and remained

faithful to the site until at least April 8th. The same or another ‘'redhead' was later reported from Tortworth
Lake on May 1st.

On January 2nd 2017 possibly the same 'redhead' was once again present on Chipping Sodbury C  ommon

Fishing Pools. Missing or unreported it was next seen on March 2nd but not again until April when it was
reported from the 11th - 14th and 22nd - 23rd.

GOOSANDER (c.200) Mergus merganser

Goosander - Mergus merganser | © TBOSG

Goosander is a spring and autumn passage migrant and winter visitor in the region in generally small
numbers between August and May . The earliest recorded was on  August 4th 2017 from New Passage |, the
latest on May 11th 2016 at Oldbury Power Station  and the highest count and impressive n ineteen (19) birds
on December 2nd 2010 also at Oldbury Power Station

The first record was of an individual 6obt ai neddeitbentme t i m
R. Boyd or R. Avon there. Not documented for seventy  -seven years it was next spotte d in 1978 when a male
was identified off Severn Beach on December 24th.

With the exception of a handful of years (presumably present but not reported) Goosander have occurred
every year since 1980 in varying but small numbers.
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Annual Goosander counts from 1980 - 2018; peaking at 31 in 2010.

REDBREASTED MERGANSE. 80) Mergus serrator

As with Goosander, Red -breasted Merganser is a spring and autumn passage migrant and winter visitor. It is
however, much less frequent than the forme r. Generally seen between October and May the earliest date is
October 1st 2004 from New Passage |, the latest May 10th 2006 from Severn Beach and the highest countn ine
on April 14th 1998 also from Severn Beach

Red-breasted Merganser - Mergus serrator | © TBOSG

Red-breasted Merganser is a relatively recent addition to the S. Gloucestershire Systematic List ; the first in
1982 with two 'redheads' seen in flight up river off Severn Beach on December 3rd.

Withei ght O6bl ank®d vy e aisis (982t 208) &d wita s. t80 individuals rgported the average count
per annum is around two.

The best year for this species in the region was 1998 when at least ten different birds were logged and the
best month sto catch up with them  are April, October and November.
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Red-breasted Merganser in S. Gloucestershire on a month by month basis between October and May

RUDDY DUCK(36) Oxyura jamaicensis

Sadly Ruddy Duck have been extirpated from S. Gloucestershire and were last seen in the wild in 2004! First
reported in 1979 the e xistence ofthis 6 comi adr oduced Ameai té&nl @syeaesti f j ust

They have been recorded in every month except July and reached a peak wh en seven (four males, three
females) were counted  on January 3rd 1997 from Aust Warth

All sightings:

1979 Two from Aust Warth on January 6th.

1981 Two males on the R. Sev ern off New Passage on November  6th.

1982 A single bird off Severn Beach on December 3rd.

1984 Two on February 19th at Oldbury Power  Station and one at the same site on March 3rd.
1985 A single bird from Northwick Warth on January 12th.

1986 One sometime in February off New Passage.

1988 A female on September 20th from Aust Warth.

1991 Two females on February 10th at Oldbury Power Station and five on February 10th at New Passage
1992 A 1st winter male on January 11th from Northwick Warth.

1995 A male on December 31st from  Northwick Warth.

1996 The male from December 1995 was still present on January 1st.

1997 Seven, including four males, on January 3rd from Aust Warth ; also on January 3rd a female at Severn Beach plus a male and
female on the 6th.

1998 A male and female on May 4th on 6Severnsided and a male on August
1999 A male on April 23rd on 06Severnsi ded.

2000 One on February 6th at Tortworth ~ Court Lake.

2002 A female, on June 14th on Orchard Pools, Severn Beach.

2004 One at New Passage on October 28th.
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GAME

QUAIL (UK) Coturnix coturnix

Quail - Coturnix coturnix | © Lee Gardiner

Common Quail is a terrestrial ground feeding species that is notoriously difficult to see so the photo above is
quite unique in S. Gloucestershire. Taken at Marshfield the stronghold of this species in the region it captures
the essence of Quail in summer.

They breed across most of Europe  and can reproduce from as young as 6-8 week s. It is highly likely that some
of the birds that arrive  here in early summer are birds that have been born earlier in the same year and as a
strongly migratory species continue northwards to traditional UK breeding grounds.

This summer migrant is present in S. Gloucestershire between May and October but there is a n extralimital

record from December 1942  and another from December 2008 é

€ On December 28th 1942 an extraordinary occurrence i
observers, at Elberton. The birds, described as being like small sandy  -brown Partridges with similar flight, were
disturbed at close quarters from the outskirts of a recently planted cornfield, and on alighting some seventy

yards out were at once, despite the lack of cover, quite impossible to see. 'When approached later from two
directions simultaneously, they again got up and, flying low, disappeared over an adjoining hedgerow. The

failure of these birds to migrate may perhaps be attributed to the abnormally mild weather from September
onwards ... and two were flushed from  the Down Road area at Marshfield on December 11th 2008.

Quail have undoubt edly been visiting the Marshfield area for time immemorial however the first
documented reference available alludes to June 1942 when on June 14th the characteristic Awhit -whi-whit &
call (emphasis on first and last syllables) was heard, apparently from two birds, in fields between Patchway

Common and Savage's Wood. One calling in the same place on the 15th June was stal ked and finally
flushed from long mowing grass. There was no subsequent evidence to sho w that a pair remained to breed.

S
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Their mercurial nature makes them unpredictable in S. Gloucestershire soit is possible-yta
with few or no reports  the following.

u May

® June

= July

B August

u September
u October

= December

The peak months for Quail occurrences in S. Gloucestershire and as expected June and July take the lions
share. The earliest returning bird s were noted on May 8th 1996 at West Littleton, the latest logged was
December 28th 1942 at Elberton and the highest count was probably c.40 calling birds in July 2011 from the
Marshfield area though sixty -five bird days were logged from the Marshfield area in 2008.

DIVERS

REDTHROATED DIVERCc. 20) Gavia stellat a

Divers of any persuasion are far from regular in the Severn Estuary  but of the four different species that have
occurred Red -throated Diver is by far the most common.

A spring/ autumn passage migrant and winter visitor , Red-throated Divers occur in our area from November
to May. The earliest was seen on November 18th 2015 from Severn Beach, the latest on May 8th 2000 also
from Severn Beach and the highest count a massive (relatively speaking) five on May 6th 1991 from New
Passage.

Red-throated Diver - Gavia stellat a | © Paul Bowerman
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36



All sightings:
1960 One was seen on January 6th onthe S evern Estuary near Shepperdine.

1961 On March 15th an individual was found in a field near Chipping Sodbury, it was taken into care and released at Pill the
following day.

1991 One on Jan uary 5th at New Passage and one on January 10th also at New Passage could possibly have been the same
individual. A record five were watched from New Passage on May 6th.

1993 One off New Passage on January 15th and a summer adult on May 6th at Severn Beac h.
2000 An immature at Severn Beach on May 8th.

2007 One north past Severn Beach on December 14th.

2011 One fast and low down river from Aust Warth on February 19th.

2012 One up river off Severn Beach on April 30th.

2013 Two in flight south past Severn Beach on January 31st.

2015 One north -east upriver at Severn Beach on November 18th.

2018 One lingered on the R. Severn  off New Passage on April 18th.

BLACK-THROATED DIVER4) Gavia arctica
Just four Black -throated Divers have been seen in S. Gloucestershire since the first record in May 1991.
All sighting s:

1991 Two adults in breeding plumage were seen on May 6th from New Passage
2000 An adult in winter plumage was seen from Severn Beach o n December 1st .

2015 One from Severn Beach on November 27th drifting  south -west down river towar ds ‘The Pipes'.

PACIFIC DIVER(2) Gavia pacifica

Pacific Divers breed primarily in northern Canada and eastern Siberia and generally winter along the Pacific
coast of North America. They are an extremely rare vagrant to the UK but are becoming more frequent now
that observer awareness of plumage characteristics has vastly improved.

The only record of Pacific Diver in S. Gloucestershire was of a winter adult seen for just fifteen minutes off
Severn Beach seawall o n November 27th 2009 by five extremely fortunate observers.

It was watched between 10:45 and 11:00 in 'Burger Bar Bay' before flying strongly south -west were it was lost
to view past Denny Island .

This first documented reference to this  species in S. Gloucestershire was just the 4th British record and was
officially accepted by the BBRC as the first record for S. Gloucestershire on April 26th 2010.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVERc.15) Gavia immer
Great Northern Diver is the second most ©6commonKvenaedonly he
around fifteen birds have thus far been seen. Appearing generally in autumn and winter , from October to

December ,they have also be en seen on spring passage particularly in May.
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Great Northern Diver - Gaviaimmer | © Paul Bowerman

The first record was of an individual identified on December 14th 1983 on the R. Severn off Aust Warth, the
earliest was seen on October 21st 2017 from Se vern Beach , the latest on May 8th 2000 from Severn Beach
and the highest count , two, on December 13th 2000 also from Severn Beach

Subsequent sightings:

1989 One was seen on November 4th on the R. Severn off New Passage with a further bird on December 17th also off New Passage.

2000 Three this year; An immature on May 8th off Severn Beach and two on December 13th off Severn Beach one of which was
seen off Oldbury Power Station.

2006 One on December 6th off Severn Beach and one on December 25th at New Passage.

2008 One upriver past Severn Beach on November 15th.

2010 One south -west past Severn Beach on November 12th.
2013 One off Severn Beach on November 2nd.
2015 One south -west past Severn Beach on November 30th and one high west over Aust Warth on December 6th.

2017 An adult in summer plumage distantly from Severn Beach on October 21st.

DIVER SPRc.10) Gavia spp

There have also been around ten divers that were not seen sufficiently well to ascribe to species.

Two on February 20th 1990 off New Passage, one on November 7th 1996 off Severn Beach, one on May 4th
1997 off Severn Beach, one on November 5th 1999 off Severn Beach and one on October 30th 2000 off Aust
Warth.

In 2003 three were logged; One on May 1st off Severn Beach, one on May 18th off Severn Beach and one on
November 14th also off Severn Beach.

A probable Red -throated Diver flew south -west past Severn Beach on May 11th 2006 and another probable
Red-throated Diver on December 9th 2007 at Severn Beach .
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H Red-throated Diver
m Black-throated Diver
= Pacific Diver

H Great Northern Diver

® Unidentified Divers

This diagram clearly indicates that Red-throated Diver is the most likely diver to occur in coastal waters
closely followed by Great Northern Diver. However it might be prudent to scrutinise any Black -throated Divers

that occur for the Pacific Diver potential.

PETRELS & SHEARWATERS

STORM PETRE(c.225)

Hydrobates pelagicus

Storm Petrel - Hydrobates pelagicus

| © Dan White

Storm Petrel is the earliest documented reference to any rare or scarce bird ever to occur in S

Gloucestershire.

This first record comes from nearly two centuries ago in 1824 and involves an individual seen on October 31st
of that year near Alveston. It was noted at this inland site following the violent gale of All Hallows Eve.

First seen in 1824 they were not the encountered for nearly seventy years, next noted in 1903. The next
observations were some thirty -five years later in 1938 then another gap of forty years to 1978 before they

were reported again. With few exceptions they have been seen a
except May.

Imost every year since and in every month
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Difficult to calculate with any degree of accuracy, with birds moving quickly or storm driven, the highest
count came from Severn Beach on June 9th 2012 when ¢.30 birds were likely to have been involved.

B January

u February
| April

= May

= June

m July

B August

= September
u October

= November

= December

The month by month occurrences of Storm Petrel in S. Gloucestershire indicating that June (21%) is the best
month to see these birds followed by  July (14%), September (14%) and October (14%).
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Annual Storm Petrel counts from 1824 - 2018 peaking in 1983 at c.35 and 2012 c.45.

LEACH'S PETRE(c.600) Oceanodroma leucorhoa
I n contrast with Storm Petrel, Leachds Petrel is less fr
some 600 birds have been recorded pe aking in October 1952 with a O6wreckd
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L e ac hds -@eahodrenha leucorhoa | © Dan White
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April 22nd 1999 from Severn Beach and the highest count  ¢.250 on October 26th 1952 from Aust
occur between September and April but have only been reported in thirty of the last eighty years between

1938 and 2018 ; thus giving an average of ¢.20 in the thirty years that birds have occurred and 7.5 per annum
for the last eighty years.
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BLACK/ WHITEBELLIED STORM PETR@E.) Fregetta tropica/ grallaria

Though not on the S. Gloucestershire Systematic List, this bird is hevertheless and undoubtedly, worth inclusion
here. Its occurrence in the Severn Estuary is of significant nationa | and international importance putting S.
Gloucestershire and Severnside firmly on the map.

At the time , November 2009, this southern oceans speciality had been known to frequent the northern
hemisphere on just one or two occasions; 580 kilometres south-west of the Canary Islands in 1986 , the eastern
seaboard of North America and a subsequent report of a 0 f ree g gétrel off the Norfolk coast at
Sheringham in December 2007.

" ey o

Black/ White -bellied Storm Petrel - Fregetta tropica/ grallaria | © John Martin.

The following narrative, first published in The Birds Of S. Gloucestershire Annual Review 2009 and Birding World
Volume 22 2009, is reproduce here in full. ~ Not determined to species level this petrel remains pending.

On 25th November 2009, | decided to se  a watch at my local patch, Severn Beach, S. Gloucestershire before
work. Asouth-westerly gale had been blowing during the night &

the two previous mornings. Disappointingly, when | arrived at 07:50 the wind had drop ped to a stiff breeze
and the sun was shining. | was soon joined by Allan Gaunt and Angus Dickie from Wolverhampton, and then
by Richard and Rod Greer from Birmingham, al | hoping to ¢

At about 08:25 both Rod and Angus independently spott ed a mystery bird flying away from us, heading up -
channel towards the Severn Bridge but, after a short search, Allan located it heading back down channel.

He immediately shouted 'Oh my goodness, what on earth have we got here?' - or words to that effect! A sl
locked onto the bird, | realised that it was a stunning -looking storm -petrel with a white belly, and | began
shouting rather incoherently, to ensure that everyone was watching it! The bird was flying low over the water

at about 600 yards range, and we were all using telescopes on tripods. As we watched it, we called out the
birdds features to one another.

I nitial t houghts of it perhaps being a partial al bino Le
like no storm -petrel | had ever seen. It had a remarkable flight jizz, gliding and tilting, with low, banking mini -
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shears just above the waves for hundreds of yards without a wing beat. It was also a distinctive shape, with

rather broad wings, with a curved leading edge, straight trailing edge and pointed tip. Its striking white belly
joined with an obvious white rump patch and with a large white patch on the black -bordered under wing.
The upper wing was rather uniform dark brown, with no obvious pale carpal bar. The feet projected beyond

the tip of the square -ended tail. Allan, who had seen 'fregetta ' storm-petrels previously in the South Atlantic,
mooted the possibility of it being a Black  -bellied or White -bellied Storm Petrel, difficult as this was to believe.
After a few minutes, the bird be  gan to head obliquely away, across the wind, and we eventually lost it on

the far side of the channel, over a mile -and -a-half away, at about 08:35. We made some frantic mobile
telephone calls about this 'mad petrel with amazing flight' (as | apparently des cribed it) and, discussing the
bird with Mashug Ahmed, Chris Batty and Brian Small, we realised that it had to be a ' fregetta ' species -
either a Black -bellied Storm Petrel or a White -bellied Storm Petrel - and the news was quickly broadcast to
this effect .

The bird seemed quite likely to reappear, as this almost land -locked site often holds seabirds in such
conditions. Sure enough, the bird showed again from our viewpoint for a few minutes about an hour later,

albeit much more distantly than our initial sighting and about fifteen other local birders were able to see it.
Sadly, despite the wind strengthening, the bird did not show again for the gathering crowd.

| would like to thank the other observers for commenting on an earlier draft of this note. Now that we are all
compiling our detailed notes and submissions, it is clear that the bird was indeed either a Black -bellied Storm
Petrel or a White -bellied Storm Petrel, but separation of these two species can be very tricky and we wonder
whether we are ever going to be able resolve the identification to species level with absolute certainty.
Either way, we all expectthis t o be our & bi r andthdtis probdbly éneugh meé as my friend Mike

Prince remarked 'you never forgeta' fregetta '.

John Marti n, S. Gloucestershire - November 2009.

CORY0S SHEARWATER Calonectris borealis

Foll owing one another in quick succession the only two
2000 and 2004.

The first was found on Nove mber 26th 2000 where it was seen from Severn Beach at 09:05. Though it quickly
departed it was tracked along the coast and was seen a further four times as it made its way south. The

birds' average speed was approximately 16 Kph clearly aiding those birder s who were fortunate enough to
connect.

The second, just four years later, was seen o n January 13th 2004 again from off Severn Beach at around
10:00. It was watched for nearly an hour by just five lucky observers and spent most of its time being harassed
by large gulls. It was last seen settled on the water just after 11:00.

Coryf6s Shearwater breeds on Madeira, Azores, Berlengas
the Atlantic reaching as far north as south -west Britain in late summer and  autumn returning south in February
coinciding nicely with our regions two records.

SOOTY SHEARWATER) Ardenna grisea

Sooty Shearwater is a spectacular long distance migrant following a circular north/ south route. Traveling
north up the western Atlantic in March to May they reach subarctic waters in June and July; crossing to the
east they return south down the eastern Atlantic in September and October returning to their breeding

grounds in November .

So it was on that returning journey that one strayed into S. Glouc estershire coastal waters. It was seen on
September 7th 1974 from Aust during a storm and was watched for around three hours. It may also have
been see n subsequently off New Passage.
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BALEARIC SHEARWATER) Puffinus mauretanicus

Balearic Shearwater was formerly considered a subspecies of Manx Shearwater but was split  in 1991 forming
the compl ex ©6Medit er rwhitleigclndedShote Batearia and Yetkouan Shearwaters. In 2000
the two forms were split from each other and added to the British List

In 1988 when the only record of Bal ear i ¢ Shear water occurred here it would
of Manx Shearwater. Subsequent O6species reclassification
Gloucestershire Systematic List as a full species.

Balearic Shearwater breeds on the islands and coastal cliffs of the Balearic Islands and most winter in the
Mediterranean though some move into the north Atlantic in late summer.

The first and only record was found in 1988 when o ne was seen at around 09:00 on September 24th on  the R.
Severn from New Passage.

GREBES

SLAVONIAN GREBE(6) Podiceps auritus

Slavonian Grebe - Podiceps auritus | © TBOSG

Slavonian Grebe is marginally the more common of the rare grebes to be found in S. Gloucestershire, even
so there have only ever been six,

The first was a winter plumaged adult that was identified on the estuary from New Passage on April 27th1989.

That wa s followed by another winter adult from Severn Beach on August 10th 1996. Just two year s later
another was reported from Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station on December 4th 1998. Two years after that

an adult in summer plumage was watched from Severn Beach on April 7th 2000. A ten year gap ensued to
the next with a presumed winter adult very distantly from Severn Beach on January 25th. 2010. A further eight
years would elapse to our most recent sighting with one present and showing well occasionally on Piln ing
Wetland Reserve, Northwick Warth ~ from late afternoon on January 10th until dusk on January 12th 2016.
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BLACK-NECKED GREBH4) Podiceps nigricollis

Black -necked Grebe - Podiceps nigricollis | © Mark Coller

The rarest of the grebes to occur here, S. Gloucestershire has had just four sightings.

All sightings:

1996 A single bird was seen drifting upriver off New Passage towards Aust Warth on October 24th.

1997 A moulting adult was seen on Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station on August 31st.

1999 One was reported from Oldbu  ry Power Station on April 4th.

2015 A winter adult was found on 1st Sentry Box Pool, Pilning Wetland, New Passage just after 10:00 on October 17th where it
remained until dusk.

HERONS

WHITE STORKc.10) Ciconia ciconia

FIRST May 23rd 1971 from the Hallen/ Compton Greenfield area

EARLIEST April 8th 2016 over Elberton

LATEST November 4th 2007 over Pucklechurch

HIGHEST COUNT Four on June 9th 2012 over Patchway

White Stork is a spring and autumn passage migran  tin S. Gloucestershire with birds recorded in April, May,
June, September and November involving around ten birds on just seven occasions in a forty -seven year
period between 1971 and 2018
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White Stork - Ciconia ciconia | © Dan White

All sightings:

1971 A presumed adult on May 23rd in the Hallen/ Compton Greenfield area.
2007 One p utatively this species in the Pucklechurch area on November 4th.
2010 Two in flight south over Northwick Warth on September 12th.

2012 Four at Patchway over the M4/ M5 motorway interchange on June 9th.
2015 An adult high over New Passage on April 21st.

2016 One north over Elberton on April 8th.

2018 One low north -east over Pilning Wetland on April 22nd.

GLOSSY IBISc .4)

Plegadis falcinellus

Glossy Ibis - Plegadis falcinellus | © Dan White
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Glossy Ibis has been reported on just four occasions from S. Gloucestershire since the first in 2009.

A juvenile/ 1st winter was found on October 14th 2009 initially seen in flight over Severn Beach at around
15:30 and was subsequently tracked and photogr aphed as it flew north -east over New Passage, Northwick
Warth and Aust Warth before being lost to view.

In 2015 what was putatively thought to be this species and what appeared to be a juvenile/ immature, was

seen very briefly at Kingswood, Bristol at 09 :45 on January 14th. It appeared low from the north -east (just
above rooftop height) and was seen by two observers for just a few seconds before being lost to view over

the houses heading south. Also this year a juvenile/ 1st winter was present on Pilning Wetland Reserve, New
Passage from at least 13:00 on November 6th (Land workers on site suggest the bird was seen around 16:30

on November 5th) until November 20th.

In 2016 one putatively this species was seen at around 08:30 on April 7th in flight over Ir on Acton Garden
Centre. It appeared to fly parallel with Wotton Road towards Rangeworthy before being lost to view.

SPOONBILL(c.25) Platalea leucorodia
FIRST April 18th 1998 at Severn Beach
EARLIEST February 15th 2004 on Northwick Warth
LATEST December 2nd 2010 Oldbury -on-Severn
HIGHEST COUNT Five on September 14th 2011 at New Passage
J F J J A N
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Spoonbill - Platalea leucorodia | © Dan White

47



All sightings:

1998 Two 1st summer birds were watched on April 18th roosting on the shingle Island before flying off upriver from Severn Beach also
this year a 1st summer was found on May 2nd, it was seen to fly over Northwick Warth and then disappeared inland.

2004 An adult was seen briefly on February 15th at Northwick Warth.

2006 An adult was tracked down the coast on April 23rd. It was seen briefly at Oldbury Power Station then flew down river at 16:25. | t
was subsequently seen at Littleton Warth, Northwick Warth and finally over Severn Beach late in the afternoon.

2008 A presumed a dult was seen at Oldbury Power Station at around 10:30 on September 6th and was watched flying across and
up river. It circled and landed on Lagoon Il where it was present for just five minutes before heading downriver. It was
relocated flying southwest o ver Aust and then above the shoreline at Northwick Warth at around 11:00.

2009 Two juveniles were seen briefly in the evening at 19:15 on the shore at Shepperdine on April 12th.

2010 A 1st winter was seen in flight over Thornbury Sailing Club, Oldbury -on-Severn on December 2nd.

2011 A flock of five, four juveniles and an adult, alighted briefly at New Passage on September 14th at 17:10 before departing sou th-
east five minutes later. Two juveniles were seen at New Passage and Severn Beach on October 2nd with one still present on
October 3rd and 5th. One was seen at New Passage on October 14th - 16th. One was reported over Thornbury Yacht Club at

Oldbury -on-Severn on October 28th at 11:35 heading south.

2012 One was seen in flight past Severn View Service s and Aust Cliff mid -afternoon on May 14th.

2014 One was watched at 18:15 as it flew west over New Passage and across the river on the evening of March 27th.

2015 One was seen briefly on Grebe Pond before flying south over Pilning Wetland Reserve, New Passage around 08:35 on May
15th. A juvenile/ 1st winter was present on Pilning Wetland Reserve from 10:20 on October 27th until at least mid -morning on
October 31st.

2017 APRIL: A juvenile was seen on Northwick Warth Flash around 15:00 on the 21st before being flushed. MAY: An adult was present
on Pilning Wetland on the 13th - 14th; a sub-adult was seen briefly at Oldbury Power Station and Littleton Warth on the 23rd
before settling on Pilning Wetland from the 23rd until at least the 29th. JUNE: One, pos sibly a 'new' individual, from Pilning
Wetland Reserve on the 3rd departed south at 11:15.

BITTERNG) Botaurus stellaris

Bittern is a strictly winter vagrant to S. Gloucestershire with birds recorded in January February and
December.

Bittern - Botaurus stellaris | © Paul Bowerman

The first reference comes from sometime in January 1891
Hambrook.
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Some forty years | ater the next was reported near Hal | e
sometime in December 1931. None w  ere reported for seventy -six years until 1997. On January 12th of that
year a presumed winter adult was flushed several times from Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station.

Another gap of fourteen years before the next was encountered in 2011 when three birds w ere reported.
One was found at Orchard Pools, Severn Beach on January 23rd and present until January 25th, one was

seen, again at Orchard Pools, Severn Beach, on February 10th and 12th and an unconfirmed report of one in
flight from the reed bed at Old Pas sage on April 6th.

The most recent was in 2017 when o ne was seen briefly on January 21st around 08:45 at Orchard Pools,
Severn Beach where it was seen to fly west along the pool

LITTLE BITTERN Ixobrychus minutus

Little Bittern isfound in Europe, Asia and northern Africa, they winter in sub -Saharan Africa and southern Asia
so to come across one in the UK is f airly uncommon to say the least. To encounter one in S. Gloucestershire is
remarkable.

Nevertheless one, a juvenile/ immature, was seen albeit briefly and in flight , as it navigated a stretch of the R
Avon in the Willsbridge/ Keynsham area (the S. Gloucestershire boundary run s along the middle of the river )
on September 28th  1959.

The nominate form Ixobrychus minutus minutus (Linnaeus, 1766) breeds in France within 25 kilometres of the
south -east coastline of the UK and further west on the Brest Peninsula. They are recently thought to have
bred or attempted breed  ing in southern Britain.

NIGHT HERON(2) Nycticorax nycticorax

The first of two (Black -crowned) Night Herons to occur in S. Gloucestershire was in 1971. A bizarre set of
circum stances; an immature was found on November 19th 1971 inside a building at the IClI Chemical Works,
Severnside. Picked up and taken into care, it was processed and ringed and subsequently released at Chew
Valley Lake, N. Somerset on November 28th where itr  emained until December 19th.

It was considered at the time to have been the North American form Nycticorax nycticorax hoactli but no
additional documentation was/ is available.

Night Heron is migratory in the northern part of its range; the North American population winters in Mexico,
the southern United States, Central America, and the West Indies Sso given the O&reverse mioc¢
possible adverse weather conditions it is entirely possible that the Severnside bird could have originated f rom

the New World.

The second, an adult was seen near the R. Avon in the Willsbridge/ Hanham area on May 2nd 1986. It was
present until May 5th when itwas  eventually seen to fly off in the evening in near darkness.
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CATTLE EGRET(®) Bubulcus ibis

FIRST April 24th 1993 near Littleton
EARLIEST January 1st 2017 Wick

LATEST December 31st 2016 Wick
HIGHEST COUNT Two: January 1st 2017 Wick
1993

On April 24th a summer adult was found near Littleton -upon -Severn

Brick Pits. It was present for just four days and was last seen on April
27th. Additionally it represents the 73rd British record.

2012

On September 9th a juvenile was found on Northwick Warth at
around 09:00 where it fed amongst stock until around 16:00.

2016

One was seen and photographed around 09:0 0 in fields at Toghill
Farm, Wick (ST: 720 723) on December 17th. It remained faithful to a
few fields just west of the farm until December 31st.

2017

One still present in fields at Toghill Farm, Wick on January 1st was
joined by a second individual also on the 1st. Both birds were
present until at least March 11th. Also one was seen on Pilning
Wetland Reserve on March 25th and one was seen in flight south -
west from New Passage on July 20th.

Cattle Egret - Bubulcus ibis | © TBOSG

GREAT WHITE EGRHEE. 25) Ardea alba

Great White Egret - Ardea alba | © Paul Bowerman
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Great White Egret has been seen in S. Gloucestershire in every month except February, March and June
since they were first recorded in November 2012.

Their northern range expansion in recent years has led to confirmed breeding in southern England where
they are firmly established and can be seen at all times of the year.

Around twenty -five have now been seen in the recording area

2012 (1) NOVEMBER A presumed adult was seen in flight over t he M5 one kilometre south of J15 in the Almondsbury/
Patchway area on the 30th.

2013 (2) SEPTEMBERONe was seen in flight between 13:00  -13:15 on the 26th over Yate heading south west where it was | ost to
view towards Westerleigh and o ne, the first Sever nside record, was seen on the 28th at 09:55 over Pilning Wetland
Reserve, Northwick Warth then up river at 10:20.

2015 (5) MAY : One was seen in flight over Ableton Lane and Orchard Pools, Severn Beach at 09:02 on the 8th heading north -
east. OCTOBER: Two individuals were seen briefly in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area around 13:30 on the 4th,
one was seen to fly in off the estuary towards Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station around 08:00 on the 27th. It
proceeded to head downriver and was lost to view over Littleton Warth. DECEMBER One was seen flying low south -
east and inland from Aust Warth on the morning of the 28th.

2016 (7) JANUARY: One was seen flying south -west inland of Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station on the 16th. It was watched
departing south over the Cotswold Escarpment. ~ APRIL One was seen in flight north -east over the M5 just north of J17
heading towards Patchway at 18:20 on the 21st. JULY: One very probably this species was seen flying east along the

valley to the south of Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station at 07:00 on July 30th. AUGUST One was reported on the
shore at Oldbury Power Station in the afternoon on the 17th and one was reported in flight heading east over Staple

Hill, Bristol at 11:00 on the 22nd. SEPTEMBERONne was seen in the mouth of Chestle Pill, New Passage early morning on
the 11th before moving out into the estuary. OCTOBER One paid a flying visit to Pilning Wetland and Northwick
Warth 'Flash' early morning on the 8th.

2017 (6) JANUARY: Two were reported low ove r St Mary's Church car park, Littleton -upon -Severn at 16:30 on the 2nd and one
was reported from the R. Frome behind Centenary field, Frampton Cotterell on the 5th. APRIL One was seen in flight
on the 11th just inland of Shepperdine/ Lagoon Il at Oldbury Power Station heading south -west at 07:30 and one was
seen in flight heading south over Pilning Wetland Reserve, Northwick Warth at 12:50 on the 21st. SEPTEMBERONne was
seen in flight heading south -west over Nibley towards Coalpit Heath around 07:10 on th e 17th.

2018 (6) APRIL Two birds dropped onto Pilning Wetland Reserve around 07:40 on the 23rd and stayed for just ten minutes and
one seen in poor conditions in flight over Lagoon Ill, OPS and past Littleton -upon -Severn early morning on the 28th
was sub sequently noted i n flight north over Aust Warth.  JULY: One seen on the 18th around 10:30, in flight over Pilning
Wetland, viewed from second sentry box before heading high over Au st until it was lost from view. OCTOBER One
flew over Lagoon Ill at Oldbury  Power Station at 09:45 heading east, inland on the 19th and o ne was seen in flight up
river from Littleton around 09:30 landing near Oldbury Pill, Oldbury -on-Severn on the 31st.

SHAG (c.65) Phalacrocorax aristotelis

FIRST August 1951 at Cromhall

EARLIEST January 5th 1988 from New Passage

LATEST December 19th 1977 from Severn Beach

HIGHEST COUNT Twenty -three on August 22nd 2016 from Severn Beach

J F M A M J J A S O N D
Not as common as one mightimag ine in our neck of the woods with just ¢.65 logged in the sixty -seven years

since they were first documented in 1951.

An immature was picked up sometime in August 1951 near Cromhall and was later released at Slimbridge
WWT.
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One was found on a street in King swood, Bristol on January 26th 1958 which was subsequently released at
Clevedon by an RSPCA official.

Nineteen years elapsed until the next two were logged; The first was of one reported from Severn Beach on
July 2nd 1977 followed by one off Severn Beach on December 19th.

A single bird was reported from New Passage on April 9th 1981 and another single bird in flight off New
Passage on October 16th 1983. A good count of six in 1988 started with a winter adult seen off New Passage
on January 5th, three off New Passage on August 20th, one on September 3rd off New Passage and a
juvenile on September 24th also off New Passage.

One on May 22nd 1996 off Severn Beach was followed by eight (8) in 1998: A sub -adult was photographed
sitting on a garden wall in Downe  nd sometime in April, then five flying north off Severn Beach on October
5th, one also off Severn Beach on October 27th and a juvenile taken into care near Almondsbury on
October 29th.

The next batch of sightings in 2002, 2003 and 2007 all involved single birds; February 6th 2002 off Severn
Beach, a juvenile also off Severn Beach August 22nd 2003 and a possible at Oldbury Power Station on
January 20th 2007.

Four in 2008; An adult prior to 09:00 on the river off Severn Beach on May 17th, one off Severn Bea ch on
August 19th, an exhausted juvenile at Oldbury Power Station on September 3rd and one at New Passage on
September 8th. A juvenile, from off Severn Beach on November 23rd and 24th 2009 was the only bird that

year. In 2011 around five were noted. One of f Severn Beach on May 22nd, a juvenile at Oldbury Power
Station on September 8th, one off Severn Beach on September 13th with possibly the same bird present on
September 17th & 18th and two also at Severn Beach on October 10th.

One in 2012 off Severn Beac h on May 4th was followed by two in 2013. One on April 9th from Aust CIiff in

flight up -river and one close in shore at Severn Beach on November 3rd. There were two in 2015 as well, one

on November 17th from Severn Beach and one past Severn Beach on Novemb er 18th.

2016 brought a relatively massive count of twenty six (26) in two O6fl ocks?®. The
twenty -three (a mix of adults and juveniles) in flight north -east over Severn Beach on August 22nd followed

by three 1st calendar year bir ds in flight north -east over New Passage on August 29th. Lastly, a n immature
watched from Severn Beach on August 4th  2017.
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Shag - Phalacrocorax aristotelis | © Vic Savery
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Continental Cormorant  (UK) Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis

Continental Cormorant - Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis | © Mark Coller

In a description on an engraving of a juvenile fishing cormorant from a travel report from China by George
Staunton (1797) and literally translated into German comes what is often considered to be the first
description of the sub -species 8 Ph al acr o cboor asxi nceanrsi s 0

The use of biometrics for differentiation of Cormorant P. c. carbo has been investigated using skins of known
sub-species and has shown that the gular pouch angle is a useful indicator for assigning individuals. Other
observations suggestt hattheratioof 6 c aréb dsinpensid i s a two t hi r ds carhg Gomeanihgy
one in three wintering Cormorants in the UK are indeed Continental Cormorant P. c. sinensis.

The gular pouch angle  on this bird is close to 90° indicating' sinensis | © TBOSG

Continental Cormorants are massively under reported from S. Gloucestershire so the records below are
somewhat incomplete

2001 On January 15th a single bird was watched at Oldbury Power Station and what was assumed to be the same individual was
seen at the same site again on January 16th, 18th and possibly 28th. This is the first documented reference to this form in S
Gloucestershire.

2015 MARCH: An adult was seen in flight upriver from New Passage mid -morning on the 15th with th e same or another seen in flight
upriver from Severn Beach around 10:00 on the 25th.

2016 FEBRUARY: A winter adult was seen in flight west at Willsbridge Winter Wetlands in the Holm Mead area a kilometre east of The
Lock Keeper at Keynsham on the 22nd.

2017 MARCH: One was seen on Grebe Pond, Pilning Wetland on the 28th.
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RAPTORS
OSPREY(60) Pandion haliaetus

Osprey is a spring and autumn passage migrant to S. Gloucestershire. They can arrive as early as late March
continuing their spring movement through the region until early June. The return passage resumes in early
August and runs on until late October.

The earliest date for this species in our area is  March 27th 2005 when one was seen in flight inland  at Severn
Beach and the latest was another coastal report of one seen from New Passage in  October 27th 1979 .

Osprey - Pandion haliaetus | © TBOSG
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The diagram above shows that spring is indeed the best time to see Osprey in S. Gloucestershire and April in
particular with  fifteen sightings making up 38% of occurrences. The next best month is September with seven
sightings involving 18% of occurrences.
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The first documented reference

comes from 1860 when o

Lake presumably in either the spring or autumn passage. There were no reports of this species in the

recording area for 119 years!

Just four birds we re logged over the next eighteen years between 1979 until 1997; they were
1979 at New Passage, October 16th 1987 also at New Passage, June 4th 1991 over Kingswood, Bristol and

j aars followed antil @AD0 wherks@ghtiygs
resumed and with the exception of 2004 have been seen every year since.

August 9th 1997 at Severn Beach. A s hort gap of

, October 27th

Of the twenty -two years between 1860 and 2018* in which Osprey has been recorded in S. Gloucestershire ,
2015 with nine (9) and 2018 with eight  (8) are by far the best years for this species.

*The average per annum in this period is 2.7.
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HONEY BUZZARDS)

Ths 6 Ospr ey ma p shows
sightings across the recording area  on both
spring and autumn passage and as
expected highlights a broad front of

migration .

. Spring occurrences
. Autumn occurrences

Source | © OpenStreetMap

Honey Buzzard - Pernis apivorus | © Paul Bowerman

Pernis apivorus
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Honey Buzzard is an extremely rare spring and autumn passage migrant to S. Gloucestershire with just eight
sightings since the firstin 1 879.

The earliest occurred on  May 7th 2011 over Northwick Warth , the latest and autumn bird on September 24th
2008 over Frenchay and the highest count was of two sometime around 1879 at Tortworth Court .

All sightings:

1879 Two were 'obtained' near Tortworth sometime around this date. They were kept for some time in Gloucester Museum but were
eventually destroyed.

1991 On May 26th a passage migrant was identified in flight west across t he Severn Estuary from New Passage.
1996 On September 2nd at Severn Beach a single bird was noted in flight heading east -north -east.
2007 One was reported on May 24th at 15:20 flying low in a northerly direction near Severn View Services at Aust and then out

across the Severn Estuary towards the Forest -of-Dean and one was reported flying east over Aust Village on August 11th.
2008 One was reported over the M32 north  -east of Bristol in the Frenchay area on September 24th.

2011 An adult was seen as it dri fted over Northwick Warth near the target mound at 11:10 on May 7th. It then gained height and
glided north.

GOSHAWK (c.60) Accipiter gentilis

Goshawk - Accipiter gentilis | © Adam Rawson

Goshawk has been recorded in all months of the year and although not known as a r esident has bred
historically. They were to all intents and purposes lost as a breeding bird in the UK towards the end of the
nineteenth century as a result of persecution and habitat loss. There are some breeding records throughout

the first half of the t wentieth century but the population was bolstered by birds that had been reintroduced

or lost by falconers.

The first record of Goshawk in the region was in 1989 when a female was seen in flight heading west to south -
east on June 25th near Thornbury.

The table below indicates the months Goshawk ha ve been recorded between 1989 and 2018. It also
suggest that the best time of the year to see them in S. Gloucestershire is the first winter period between
January and April, April being the best month.



Year J

1989
1997
1998
1999
2004
2005
2007
2008 |
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

2018

Totals 4

Breeding was confirmed in two consecutive years
Marshfield. 1 n 2008 pair successfully reared two young

in the Orchard Wood, Oakleigh area south of
and in 2009 when presumably the same pair reared

three young. Itisassumed the pair was young birds perhaps in their first breeding year relocating from a well -
known established breeding population in Gloucestershire. No subsequent activity has been observed
however the area has attracted several outdoor pursuits and it may well be that disturbance has curtailed
further interest.

9

8

: \_ [

6 I —

5 \ [ \

) \

: \/ \0/

, ON

1 Qe

0 . . . . : : .

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Numbers of Goshawk per

annum between 1989 and 2018.

57



MARSH HARRIERc.75) Circus aeruginosus

Marsh Harrier - Circus aeruginosus | © Paul Bowerman

Marsh Harrier has been seen in every month except February and July. The first was recorded as recently as
1983 with a female in flight heading north at Oldbury Power Station on May 1st. The earliest date for this
species is January 1st 2017 at Oldbury Power Station , the latest December 12th 2015 also at Oldbury Power
Station .

Ratio of males, females and juvenile/ immature Marsh Harrier between 1983 and 2018.

u Male
H Female

= Juvenile/ immature

10 /‘\
A7 |
v

6 N/ \

4 INAY,

2 ‘__/V m Y

0 T T T T T T T 1
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Numbers of Marsh Harrier per annum between 1983 and 2018.
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HEN HARRIERc.55) Circus cyaneus

Hen Harrier - Circus cyaneus | © Pete Blanchard

Hen Harrier has been seen in every month except June and July. It was first recorded in 1980 with a female/
immature seen on November 2nd at Northwick Warth.

Rati o of mal es, to or i
between 1980 and 2018;

= Male Over three quarters of all Hen Harriers

¥ Ringtail recorded in S. Gloucestershire have been

0 r i n gfemmale$ o joivenile birds , with forty -
two of the ¢.55 seen in thirty -eight years.

9

; A

7

! A

5

4

: I AV

: VAW

1 /‘\t —— V

0 T T T T T T T T \
1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Numbers of Hen Harrier per annum between 1983 and 2018.

59



PALLID HARRIER1) Circus macrourus

Thank goodness for modern technology and in particul ar,
this record would exist today.

The only record of Pallid Harrier for S. Gloucestershire comes from the eastern limit of the recording area . The
following narrative was first published in The Birds Of South Gloucestershire Annual Review 2016.

On Tuesday April 12th 2016 at around 13:00 after a fairly fruittess morning trawl of the Shire Valley at
Marshfield in S. Gloucestershire it was time to head back to the car and check out the top fields.

Back at the car, parked at Shirehill Bridge, a raptor wheeled over and my immediate thought was 'anothe r
Common Buzzard but | could see immediately that it wasn't! On raising my binoculars to view | could clearly

see 'harrier' and less than 50 metres above me. Overcast skies and the threat of rain weren't the best viewing
conditions so the bird was showing  mostly as a silhouette but quite clearly a harrier.

I'm thinking probably Hen from the 'bulky’ broad -winged look. Luckily 1 had my camera to hand and
managed to fire off a dozen or so shots before it wheeled away north -east across the valley to be lost to
view towards Drifton Hill, Wiltshire. It was on show as it circled across the valley for less than five minutes.

Wﬁa 5. Glos/

-

T — Wilts

‘%\ Boundary
% e

Pallid Harp(er Direction

Route and direction (south  -west to north -east, circles indicating thermalling). | © Martyn Hayes

Back at the car | took a cursory look at the photos to see said harrier shots in silhouette as expected but what

was unexpected was that the bird was only showing four
based on jizz, appar ewnged agpeatacd | wasleft withreitha d r a moulting adult Hen
Harrier or something else?

Back at home | 'lighten' some of the images to check for detail when it became clear that the bird was not
in moult and appeared to be an immature. Further checks on the wings show no primaries missing and four
primary ‘fingers' clearly visible thus showing several plumage characteristics that suggest Pallid Harrier.
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Pallid Harrier - Circus macrourus | © Martyn Hayes

I sent the photods to birding coll eague atheth suggestexied gefar i e n d
second opinion as the bird was clearly an immature, not in moult and showing just four primary fingers. |
subsequently sent the images to John Martin the Avon county recorder whose reply is shown below.

'‘Blimey. Well that's a decent set of pics so well done. It's in its second calendar year with juvenile primaries
and the wing formula is wrong for Hen, with four (or three at the wing tip) fingers and shows it's either
Montagu's or Pallid.

Then it gets tricky - you said you had done  some processing to the images so some of the things that could
be features of one or the other of these two could possibly be artefacts of the processing. I'm guessing the
original was a bit silhouetted and you've had to bring up the shadows a lot.

To me it does look relatively broad winged (so | can see why you thought Hen), which fits Pallid better. The
primary pattern of apparent pale tipped primaries with no blackish trailing edge along the inners and no
solidly dark tip to the outer's favours Pallid. M ost Montagu's have dark primary tips including much of the
fingers and a dark trailing edge along the inners. In addition the barring seems to be concentrated around

the middle of the feathers, again pro Pallid.

It does seem to show a narrow pale collar, which is pro Pallid but the big thing that is usually obvious on
juvenile Pallidds is the dark boa, which is scarcely app:

I think the wing formula also supports Pallid with the tip of p10 falling between 5 & 6 rather than at t he tip of
6. So it's either a Pallid with a very poor boa or a Monty's with a more Pallid -like primary pattern and pale
collar.



| think it's worth sending it to someone who sees a lot more of these than | do e.g. Dick Forsman. If you do
then you should al so send the unprocessed images as well, so it's a bit easier to tease out which of the
features, if any, are artefacts. I'd favour Pallid but am bothered by the weakness of the boa and would value

a second opinion. The images were forwarded to Dick Forsman whose reply is shown below.

Definitely a 2nd calendar year Pallid Harrier! and for exactly the reasons mentioned in the accompanying
letter. The darkness of the boa varies individually, and some birds can show it rather light and streaked rather
than uni formly dark.

The most reliable i.d. features are found in the underwing (and mentioned in John's letter), and this bird
shows all of the important features of a juvenile Pallid. Even the very light and plain underbody and
underwing coverts speak for Palli d, as most juvenile Montagu's would by now have moulted a variable part
of these, showing a much more streaky plumage.

Below are my observations regarding the wing formula plus some additional photos taken at the time?

Left and right wing profiles|  © Martyn Hayes.

A decision on the submission of the record was receive from The British Birds Rarities Committee on

November 5th 2016: Ref No 6347.1 - Accepted Pallid Harrier 12 -Apr-16 Shirehill Bridge, Shire Valley, S.

Gloucestershire. The 105th British record.

Martyn Hayes - S. Gloucestershire April 2016

MONTAGUB®8S HAR®RI ER Circus pygargus
FIRST May 25th 1958 near Marshfield
EARLIEST May 12th 2008 Tormarton
LATEST October 16th 1991 Aust  Warth
J F M A M J J A S @] N D
A A A A
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There have been around ten Montagub6s Harriers reported

f

1958 A Ortianigg edd harrier mobbed by corvids on May 25th near Marshfield

1982 A female/ immature identified on August 3rd near Marshfield.
1991 A female flew over the estuary drifting east at Aust Warth on October 16th.
1994 A 6ringtaild on West Littleton Down on June 11th.

2005 A 2nd calendar male in flight over Rushmead Lane near Marshfield on June 20th was seen in fligh t north -west towards West
Littleton at 20:00 and remained in the area until the 22nd.

2007 One, probably this species, was seen on May 1st from a moving car east of the A46 around 400 metres south of Dyrham Park at
around 17:00 being mobbed by corvids.

2008 A female/ immature was seen in flight on May 12th just north of Tormarton at around 11:00. It was watched in a tree, then in
flight heading south towards Marshfield before returning north to be watched north of the B4040 near Lyegrove House, east of
the A46.

2011 A 2nd calendar year male was present at Marshfield on July 3rd at about 20:45. First seen over Orchid Lane it drifted slowly
south east over the east end of Rushmead Lane and Tormarton Road before dropping onto fence posts near tumbled down
farm buildings 200 metres east of Tormarton Road.

2015 An adult female was seen soaring on thermals over Pilning Wetland around 10:00 on May 15th before drifting high north east
into clouds where it was lost to view. An unconfirmed report of one possibly th is species was seen in flight at Stoke Gifford near
the Aviva Centre at 17:55 on June 16th.

RED KITEc.600) Milvus milvus

The first Red Kite to be seen in S. Gloucestershire was in 1957, the entry reads;

On March 3rd one was seen near Tockington flying south -west at approximately 300 ft. Salient features noted
were the large size, forked tail and wings longer and less rounded than in Buzzard with characteristic light
pa tches on undersides.

The next was twenty -eight years later in 1985 when one was watched flying over Elberton Wood , Elberton on
April 20th.

The steady advance westwards of Red Kite in the UK has seen a dramatic rise in sightings across the region
culminating in highest counts of aleast s  ix birds seen together on at least two occasions.

They have been seen in all months of the year but the five months between February and June appear to
be the best.
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The spread of Red Kite sightings month by month.
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This diagram illustrates the spectacular rise in sightings of Red Kite across the region especially from 2005
onwards culminating in 113 bird days recorded in 2018.

BLACK KITH2) Milvus migrans

Two Black Kites have been reported from S. Gloucestershire, both in spring. The first was a presumed adult,
putatively this species, watched as it dr ifted out of St. Catherine's Valley, Marshfield on the 26th May 2009.
The bird was first seen around 06:00 at a height of about 25 metres over the track between Halldoor Lane

and Nailey Farm at approximately ST: 776 720 south  -west of Marshfield. It was las t seen leaving the valley
heading in a generally north  -north -westerly direction towards West Littleton.

The second was s een on the salt marsh at Severn B each around 09:55 on March 18th 2010. It was watched
by two lucky observers and was seen to leave the salt marsh (mobbed by corvids and Common Buzzard)
drifting east over Severn Beach station and Orchard Pools.

WHITETAILED EAGLK1) Haliaeetus albicilla

Itds been a hun-devea geara sinde Whiter taijyed Eagle has b een seen in S. Gloucestershire.
Though they have been  re-introduced to the Scottish highlands and Islands t hese extremely rare vagrants
seldom visit the UK and those that do reach our shores are likely to be of continental origins.

These massive raptors are the largest bird of prey the observer will encounte r in Britain so are generally
6unmi stakabl ed. I n recent times individuals have been Kk
Forrest.

The only record of this species ever to occur in the recording area was seen s ometime in December  1871. It

was an immature malethat was ©6obtainedd at Dodington Park near Tor ma

Harry Seebohm (1832 -1895) coined the phrase inthe mid -ni net eent h century; € As t he
what is hit is history, and whatismissed i s myst er ydé
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CRAKES

CORNCRAKE (16) Crex crex

There have been sixteen records of Corncrake in S. Gloucestershire sin ce the firstin 1938.

On October 30th one was observed on Patchway Common, evidently a passage bird it was disturbed from
a late grass crop.

Seen or heard sporadically for the next twenty -five years (until 1962) just three birds were reported
subsequently up to 2011.

A spring and autumn passage migrant from April to October the earliest was noted on April 11th 1955 at
Patchway and the latest October 30th 1938 also from Patchway .

All reports :

1938 One on October 30th on Patchway Common.

1942 One on August 29th at Stoke Gifford and one on September 11th at Dyrham Wood.
1946 One heard on several occasions at Rangeworthy sometime in June.

1947 One was 'obtained’ at Dyrham  sometime in the autumn

1950 One on August 16th at Little Stoke and one on August 31st at Dyrham.

1951 One in early September at Little Stoke.

1952 One on August 18th at Westerleigh and one in the Yate area on September 14th.
1953 A corpse was found on October 15th at Stoke Lodge, Patchway.

1955 One caught and released at a Market Garden in Patchway on April 11th.

1962 One heard near Bitton on September 1st.

1989 One heard at Rushmead Lane, Marshfield for several minutes on June 21st.
1998 One hea rd at Rushmead Lane, Marshfield for several minutes on July 5th.

2011 A presumed male heard at 07:45 on Chipping Sodbury Common on July 31st.

SPOTTED CRAKI1) Porzana porzana
Spotted Crake was last seen in S. Gloucestershire over a hundred and twenty -five years ago in 1891 andt he
two records that were documente d come from the autumn of that year.

Sometime In September 1891 a single bird was 'obtained' at Stoke Bridge in Stoke Gifford. The following
month a nother , also ‘obtained’ was noted at Patchway sometime during October.

The now firmly established Pilning Wetland Reserve on Severnside se  ems the ideal location for the next and
long overdue sighting (or possibly sounding) of an autumn (calling ) passage migrant?

65



CRANE

COMMON CRANE (UK) Grus grus

Common Crane - Grus grus | © Paul Bowerman

FIRST January 3rd 2000 at Severn Beach
EARLIEST January 3rd 2000 at Severn Beach
LATEST October 7th 2016 on Northwick Warth
HIGEST COUNT Seven on April 15th 2014 at Oldbury Power Station
J F M A M J J A S 0] N D
A A A A A A

Records of Common Crane in S. Gloucestershire are clouded by birds from the Great Crane Project
reintroduction programme, in light of that all reports have been recorded for posterity.

2000 Two on January 3rd over Severn Beach.

2003 A party of five on February 25th at Tortworth.

2008 One at Oldbury Power Station on May 4th.

2010 One over Aust Warth on March 2nd.

2012 Three over Kingswood, Bristol on April 5th and one over the R. Avon at Hanham on April 6th.

2013 Four at Oldbury Power Station on April 2nd, one over Oldbury Power Station on April 22nd and six at Severn Beach on May
16th.

2014 APRIL: Three on the 9th in the Castle Farm area , Marshfield were relocated on the 10th between Oldbury Power Station and
Shepperd ine, seven over Lagoon lll, Oldbury Power Station on the 25th and t wo upriver past Oldbury Power Station on the
27th. MAY: One over Kingswood, Bristol on the 4th.SEPTEMBER: An un -ringed individual over Pilning Wetland and New Passage
on the 22nd.

2015 MARCH: Five over Olveston on the 18th and one over Pilning Wetland Reserve on the 27th. APRIL: Five over Tytherington on the
5th and one over Streamleaze, Thornbury 13th. MAY: Two over Oldbury Power Station on the 4th.

2016 FEBRUARY: Three over Oldbury Power Station on the 23rd. MARCH: Three on the 15th over Thornbury and two over Pilning
Wetland Reserve on the 17th. APRIL: One from the Severn Way in the Shepperdine area on the 17th. MAY: Two over Oldbury
Power Station on the 5th, six over Easter Compton on t he 12th and four over Wick on the 17th. OCTOBER: Two adults on
Northwick Warth on the 7th.

2017 MARCH: Two over Pilning Wetland Reserve on March 25th. SEPTEMBER: One between Alveston and Tockington on the 29th.
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WADERS

STONE CURLEW?5) Burhinus oedicnemus

Stone Curlew - Burhinus oedicnemus | © Darren Pearce

FIRST July 27th 1999 at New Passage
EARLIEST March 23rd 2013 on Northwick Warth
LATEST July 27th 1999 from New Passage
All sightings:

1999 An individual was seen in flight on July 27th at New Passage heading north -east with Lapwings.

2006 An adult was flushed from long grass at Northwick Warth and seen subsequently from the Severn Way footpath in the evening
on April 20th. It was present from 19:30 until dusk at ST: 553  873.

2013 One was found around 16:30 by the flash on Northwick Warth on March 23rd. Although it was relocated a couple of times it
was not seen again after about 17:00 and a second individual with at least one leg ring, was found at Oldbury Power Station
on March 29th.

2018 One was found on Northwick Warth early morning on April 15th and remained throughout the day.

BLACK-WINGED STILT3) Himantopus himantopus

Just three Black -winged Stilts have been recorded in S. Gloucestershir e.

The first was a report imefarownd ®@1848 adart TadrnbueydNio datey aige or sex was
available.

The second was found nearly a hundred and fifty years later at Oldbury Power Station on May 17th 1997
where it was watched in flight heading down  river.

Most recently a spring female  was found on Pilning Wetland  Reserve, Northwick Warth on May 7th 2017
where it lingered throughout the day. It remained faithful to the pools at this site until at least the 9th.
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